Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE POSS DUPE 
PAGE 01 MOSCOW 08239 242121Z 
14 

ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO EB-07 AGR-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-04 H-02 

INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 SS-15 

USIA-06 SIL-01 LAB-04 STR-04 /080 W 

055126 

R 241501Z MAY 76 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4345 
AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
USMISSION BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
USMISSION NATO 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE MOSCOW 8239 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EAGR, EGEN, UR 

SUBJECT: JOINT CENTRAL COMMITTEE-COUNCIL OF MINISTERS DECREE: 

GET THE CROPS IN ON TIME 

1 . CENTRAL PRESS MAY 22 CARRIES JOINT DECREE OF CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
AND COUNCIL OF MINISTERS ON ' ADDITIONAL MEASURES TO INSURE HARVEST 
OF CROPS, PROCUREMENT OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS AND FODDER IN 1976." 
MAIN STRESS IN DECREE IS ON MATERIAL STIMULI FOR WORKERS, WITH INTRI- 
CATE SYSTEM OF PREMIUMS RANGING FROM 20 PERCENT OF WAGES FOR TRUCK 
DRIVERS FULFILLING 24-HOUR NORM FOR HAULING GRAIN IN MOST AREAS OF 
SOVIET UNION TO 100 PERCENT FOR TRACTOR DRIVERS-MECHANICS WHO ACHIEVE 
60 PERCENT AND OVER OF GRAIN OUTPUT NORM IN AREAS OF SIBERIA, SOVIET 
FAR EAST, AND VIRGIN LANDS OF KAZAKHSTAN. DECREE SPELLS OUT IN EACH 
CASE WHERE RESPONSIBILITY LIES FOR PAYING WAGES TO "RECRUITS" 

FOR HARVEST WORK AS WELL AS SOURCES OF PREMIUMS. WHEREAS 
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FARMS (KOLKNOZES). 

2. INCLUDED AMONG SEVERAL ' EXCEPTIONS" STATED IN DECREE IS 
PERMISSION FOR REPUBLIC COUNCILS OF MINISTERS TO USE AVAILABLE 
"ABLE-BODIED WORKERS" FROM RESPECTIVE AREAS WITH EXCLUSIONS 
FOR GRADUATING STUDENTS AND WORKERS IN "CERTAIN SPECIFIED IN- 
DUSTRIES." FURTHER, SOVIET STATE BANK (GOSBANK) IS PERMITTED 
UNTIL NOVEMBER 1, 1976 TO GRANT EXCEPTIONAL LONG-TERM CREDIT 
FOR PURCHASE OF HARVEST MACHINERY AND EQUIPMENT AND FOR CON- 
STRUCTION OF GRAIN STORAGE FACILITIES IN EXCESS OF AMOUNTS 
SPECIFIED IN ECONOMIC PLANS. 

3. COMMENT: DECREE RESEMBLES STANDARD ANNUAL EXHORTATION TO 
FARM WORKERS TO "GET THE CROPS IN", BUT TONE APPEARS TO BE 
SOMEWHAT SHRILLER THAN USUAL. EMPHASIS, IN ADDITION TO NEED FOR 
RAPID WORK, IS ON QUALITY OF PRODUCTS AND REDUCTION OF WASTE: 
MANY OF THE PREMIUMS ARE TIED TO FULFILLING NORMS IN TIME AND 
WITHOUT WASTE. OVERALL APPEARANCE IS OF MASS "STROMING" SESSION, 
WITH LARGE NUMBERS OF CITY FOLKS BEING HAULED OUT TO THE FARMS 
TO DRIVE TRACTORS AND HELP REAP THE WHEAT. THERE IS PRACTI- 
CALLY NO REFERENCE TO STANDARD "MORAL" STIMULI, LIKE "SOCIALIST 
COMPETITION" OR HERO MEDALS: RUBLES AND KILOGRAMS OF WHEAT 
AND OTHER CROPS APPEAR MORE LIKELY TO SOLVE PROBLEMS. IF 
OFFERED AS AN EXAMPLE OF THE RACE FOR "QUALITY-EFFECTIVENESS" 

IN THE IOFYP, THE JOINT DECREE CONFIRMS BELIEF OF MANY OBSERVERS 

THAT SOVIET ECONOMIC MANAGEMENT IS STILL IN 

THE STARTING BLOCKS. FURTHER DETAILS WILL BE FORWARDED BY 

AIRGRAM. 
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